Minutes of a Meeting of the Council 
Irish Protestant Benevolent Society of Montreal

Wednesday, January 30th, 2019
1195 Sherbrooke St. W., Montreal

(The MacDonald-Stewart Foundation)

Present:
D. Clendenning, J. P. McDermott, J. M. Nelson, 
R. Ouellette, C. Spannaus
Regrets: 
R. Grant, E. Ralston
Chairman:  President R. Ouellette chaired the meeting and C. Spannaus acted as Secretary.

· Notice and Quorum

As a notice of the meeting had been sent to all members of Council and as a quorum was present, the Chair called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

· Agenda


J. McDermott proposed to approve the agenda and seconded by M. Nelson.

· Minutes

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 28 November 2018 were unanimously accepted.
· Business Arising

a) AGM and dinner held on Tuesday November 7th at MSF. 
The event was considered a success with a similar turnout to last year. The entertainment by the piano accompaniment to the Buster Keaton silent movie was very well received. An amount of the order of $620.22 is to be reimbursed to M. Nelson for wine, Irish whiskey, other beverages, popcorn, etc provided. Various headier spirits were graciously provided gratis by M. Nelson and R. Ouellette. 
b) The Metro gift cards were unavailable recently, so cheques were provided in lieu of to affected welfare recipient.

c) R. Ouellette to provide recipient addresses to C. Spannaus. Note that phone numbers are not available at this time.

· Correspondence

Thank yous received from a welfare recipient and some charitable groups.
Attendance to be confirmed for St-Patrick’s Society Ball at end of February 2019.
· Treasurer’s Report

The current value of our investments has fluctuated greatly during 2018.  As of Dec. 31 2018, the value of the CIBC investments stood at $852.6K with an additional amount in trust at CIBC worth $10,000. 
Current bank balance is approximately $43K.

7.   Standing Committees

Charitable   (J. McDermott/M. Nelson)
M. Nelson had requested that a spreadsheet be set up with a list of recipients, their monthly cheques/gift cards, including cheque numbers. R. Ouellette to prepare. This task has been completed by R. Ouellette
J. McDermott attended a meeting concerning the Irish Memorial project mid-January. The persons driving the project, Fergus Keyes and Victor Boyle made a presentation to a group of 10-15 persons from the Irish community. Approximately 3.7 acres is being allocated by Hydro Quebec and the location of a planned cemetery is being discussed. 
Proposed to consider a legacy project related to the Irish Memorial (Black Rock). [To be determined.
Education 

-reminder that in 2018 we provided $2500 to Concordia Irish Studies, being tranche 1 of 2 for the project that will pay about $5000 for a student to do summer study at Queen’s University Belfast, then doa presentation to the IPBS upon return. Tranch 2 to be paid in 2019; trip to occur in 2019. To be confirmed 

 Finance (R. Ouellette)

See treasurer's report. 

Investments (D. Clendenning)

D. Clendenning spoke with our CIBC Wood-Gundy advisor (R. Layden) in mid-January about our investments. The drip investment option has been set up with the Bank of Nova Scotia investment as recommended. Current investment strategy is considered sound and appropriate.
Membership 

List of paid memberships to be updated.
Chad to speak with D. Hogarth, ideas for online presence to be reviewed and presented at next meeting.
Social and Entertainment


AGM 2018 reported above.  

D. Clendenning to post relevant Irish events on our Website.

Darcy McGee event: M. Nelson re-iterated that a Darcy McGee event might be a good IPBS spring event. More ideas, details, discussion next meeting.

8.   Other Business


Nothing to report

9.   Date of Next Meeting

    The date of the next meeting is Wednesday March 6 2019.

10. Adjournment

 There being no further business, C. Spannaus proposed and M. Nelson seconded to adjourn the meeting at approximately 6:15PM.

